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FOOTBALL INTEGRATION DEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATION 
 

The Football Integration Development Association was established in 1990 and incorporated 

under the Companies Act 1981 on the 13th day of August, 1991. 

Statement of Purpose 

• Initiate access for persons with an intellectual disability to the game of Australian Football. 

 

• Develop, manage and promote a football competition relevant to the skill level of persons 

with an intellectual disability. 

 

• Create necessary skills and confidence in the participants so that integration processes  

can develop. 

 

• Encourage existing generic community groups to include persons with an intellectual 

disability 

 into their clubs. 

 

• Promote integration to sport providers so as to encourage a receptive environment which  

will accommodate the needs of people with an intellectual disability. 

 

• Liaise and co-operate with all organisations that have comparable objectives. 

 

  

 
Above all FIDA fosters RESPECT 
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Executive Committee 

 

President             Peter Ryan 

Vice President   Peter Fisher                           

Secretary              John Candusso           

Treasurer   Rob Peak 

 

Committee Members Cheryl Collins, Paul House, Rob Klemm, Chris Ryan 

 

Chief Executive Officer  Elle Dow 

 

General Manager   Tamara Startin 

 

Admin Assistants   Tracey Ryan, Charlie Molan 

2021 Member Clubs 

Metropolitan Competition    

Ballarat Bulldogs Coburg Lions Cranbourne Eagles 

Eltham Panthers/Fountain Gate Gators Geelong Dragons 

Ferntree Gully Eagles Kananook Bulls Lower Plenty Bears 

Mazenod Panthers Monash Demons Parkside 

Ringwood Spiders Sandown Cobras St Albans Saints 

Williamstown Seagulls Wyndham Tigers  

Central Conference   

Bendigo Suns White Bendigo Suns Red Kyneton Tigers Rupertswood 

Northern Conference  

Echuca Moama Rockets GV Stars Wangaratta Magpies Wodonga Jets 

Western Conference  

Grampians Giants Hamilton Boomers Hampden Hurricanes Wimmera Whippets 
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Affiliated Organisations 

 

AFL AFL Victoria Bell Park FC 

Box Hill Hawks FC Coburg FC Cranbourne Eagles FNC 

East Point FNC Eltham JFC Ferntree Gully Eagles JFNC 

Fountain Gate JFC Hamilton Kangaroos FNC Hawthorn FC 

Kyneton FNC Leisure Networks Lower Plenty FC 

Mambourin Sports Club Mazenod OCFC Parkside FC 

Rupertswood FC St Albans FC South Bendigo FNC 

South Warrnambool FNC Wangaratta Magpies FNC Williamstown FC 

Wodonga Bulldogs FNC 
Western Region Sports 

Assembly 

Ascot Vale Sports and 

Trophies 

Our valued Supporters and Partners 
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President’s Report 

 

As is usually the case with our program, 2022 was a season of highs and lows. Whilst we 

should try to learn from the lows it is more important to concentrate on the highs. It was great 

to get a full season of FIDA footy played throughout the state. Whilst watching a great day of 

matches at Bendigo’s famed Queen Elizabeth Oval (where I played for two seasons) the 

thought crossed my mind that we had a couple of great supporters who would have loved to 

play on the QEO if FIDA was operating at the time. It also made me think and question just 

what the people in attendance – players, parents, supporters and carers, would be doing if 

FIDA did not exist. In the tougher moments we go through with FIDA we should constantly 

remember we are involved in something that is world class and so important to those with an 

intellectual impairment. 

 

Footy throughout the state has struggled to recover to pre-COVID levels but our numbers are 

almost exactly back to where we were before the pandemic. Very few programs could make 

that boast. 

 

Tamara Startin continued the work that Elle Dow managed to do so well during the 20/21 

seasons of major disruption and can be proud of the work she did to engage the players so 

well. Although she moved back to Channel 7 at the end of the season it will be good to have 

her on the committee for the coming season. 

 

I’d like to thank the committee for their work and support with many of the serious issues that 

we dealt with throughout the year. We are extremely lucky to have such a passionate group 

with such experience in both football and intellectual impairment. 

 

It is important that we stress our appreciation of the input of all involved at club level. Times 

have changed greatly in recent years particularly with the COVID pandemic and the work 

involved in running a club has increased greatly. Thanks sincerely for your work. 

 

A highlight of the season was having Kevin Sheedy as guest at our season launch. Kevin was 

fantastic in his engagement with the players and guests. A special thanks to Cheryl and David 

Collins for asking their good friend Kevin to give up his time to attend our launch. 
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The AFL National Inclusion Carnival played at Angaston in South Australia was a huge 

success as usual and although we didn’t win the efforts of all players and officials were simply 

amazing.  

 

A small number of our players participated in the Virtus Oceania Games in Brisbane at the 

same time and enjoyed an amazing week and made life-long friends.  

 

MediStays joined My Plan Manager and HireUp as sponsors for 21/22 and we sincerely thank 

them for their support. It is important that clubs ensure their players use the NDIS to improve 

their lives and our sponsors should be supported by all our clubs. 

 

Hawthorn, Box Hill Hawks and Williamstown Football Clubs are to be recognized and thanked 

for their continuing support. We are proud to be associated with such successful and well-run 

clubs. 

 

We are excited to have Mary Pozzobon (CEO) and Jen Phefley (General Manager – Football 

Operations) coming on board for 2023. By dividing the role we feel we can take the program 

to a much higher level and ensure that playing FIDA footy is a more exciting and 

developmental activity for our players. 

 

By introducing more “special days” we hope to add more variety to the program and reduce 

the “unhealthy competition” and “win at all costs” attitude that spoils many of our matches 

particularly in Division 1. 

 

Best wishes for a happy and fun-filled season 

    

 

 

Peter T, RYAN OAM 

President – F.I.D.A 
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Life Members 

 

2003   Peter Ryan 

2004   Les Sutherland, Frank Sullivan 

2005   Brett Connell, Mark Gibson 

2006   Kenny Hallett, Paul Newman 

2007   Poppie Hatzi, John Candusso 

2008   Rob Klemm, Les Miles 

2009   Marg Reing 

2010   Margherita Iafrati 

2011   Kevin Clarke, Peter & Julianne Keily 

2012   Christine Ryan, John Haller 

2013   Peter Fisher, Andrew Sharp 

2014   Ann Russel, Maureen Murphy 

2015   Gav & Sue Ross, Sandy Curtis 

2016   Paul Barrett, Tim Sutcliffe, Col Newcombe* 

2017   Sue Soles, Daryl Gard 

2018   - 

2019   Cheryl Collins, Paul House 

2020   Peter Willoughby, Suellen Betts 

2021   Julie Cass, Doug West 

2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We recognize the valuable contribution of these members 
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2021 Member Clubs & Coordinators 

We value the contribution and commitment made by the club officials, volunteers, supporters 

to the FIDA league. 

Ballarat Bulldogs                                

Tom McCarthy, Gerard Glennon 

Bendigo Suns                                     

Matt House, Tammy Manton 

Coburg Lions                                      

Piero D’Elia  

Cranbourne Eagles                           

Julie Cass Julianne Kiley 

Echuca/Moama Rockets                    

Suellen Betts, Mark McGann 

Eltham Panthers                                 

Lachie Wadsworth 

Ferntree Gully Eagles                        

Julie Price  

Fountain Gate Gators                         

Andrew Johnston 

Geelong Dragons                               

Tim Downes, Luke Maher 

Grampians Giants                               

Lydia Schneider, Matthew Jolly 

GV Stars                                             

Karen Piastri, Darren Cook 

Hamilton Boomers                              

Doug Ward, Gordon Godwin 

Kananook Bulls  

Matthew Jackson  

Kyneton Tigers                                   

Hayden Evans, Nicki Young 

 

Lower Plenty Bears                         

Nick Soccio 

Mazenod  Panthers                            

Phil Ryan  Lisa Carpenter 

Monash Demons                                

Peter Willoughby, Greg Whitehead 

Parkside                                           

Andrew Holden, Daryl Gard 

Ringwood Spiders                              

Gavin Ross, Michael Baldwin 

Rupertswood                                   

Peter Colsell, Nicki Sheppard  

Sandown Cobras    

Hannah Sacks, Doug West 

St Albans Saints               

Ian MacKenzie Jason Heagerty 

South Warrnambool                           

Jock O’Connor, Damian Thornton 

Wangaratta Magpies                          

John Mullins Robert Doolan 

Williamstown  Seagulls                       

Rob Klemm  

Wimmera Whippets                            

Lydia Schneider, Matthew Jolly 

Wodonga Bulldogs                             

Richard Bence, Jan Bence 

Wyndham                          

Paul Barrett, Luke Rose 
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FIDA Office Bearers 

YEAR PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY   TREASURER GENERAL 

MANAGER 

1991 Bob Batty Val Mackintosh Peter Ryan              Roseanne Cregan  

1992 Bob Batty Val Mackintosh Peter Ryan              Roseanne Cregan  

1993 Peter Ryan Val Mackintosh Garry Hickey            Roseanne Cregan  

1994 Peter Ryan Val Mackintosh Jenny Holmes          

Michael Hudson 

Bernard Woodland  

1995 Peter Ryan Val Mackintosh Michael Hudson Bernard Woodland  

1996 Peter Ryan Michael Hudson Brett Connell            Duncan Sanderson  

1997 Peter Ryan Michael Hudson Brett Connell            Duncan Sanderson  

1998 Peter Ryan Michael Hudson John Candusso        Duncan Sanderson  

1999 Peter Ryan Michael Hudson John Candusso        Duncan Sanderson  

2000 Peter Ryan n/a John Candusso        Duncan Sanderson  

2001 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Duncan Sanderson  

2002 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Dianne Whiteley  

2003 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Dianne Whiteley  

2004 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Dianne Whiteley  

2005 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Peter Maloney  

2006 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Peter Maloney  

2007 Peter Ryan OAM Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Peter Maloney  

2008 Peter Ryan OAM 

Poppie Hatzi 

Poppie Hatzi John Candusso        Peter Maloney  

2009 Poppie Hatzi Greg Lasscock           John Candusso        Peter Maloney Peter Ryan OAM 

2010 Poppie Hatzi            Greg Lasscock       John Candusso Peter Maloney Peter Ryan OAM 

2011     Poppie Hatzi Brett Connell John Candusso Peter Maloney Peter Ryan OAM 

2012 Poppie Hatzi Brett Connell John Candusso Peter Maloney Peter Ryan OAM 

2013 Poppie Hatzi Brett Connell John Candusso Peter Maloney Logan Whitaker 

2014 Peter Ryan OAM John Candusso  Peter Fisher Ben Woodland Logan Whitaker 

2015 Peter Ryan OAM John Candusso Peter Fisher Ben Woodland Logan Whitaker 

2016      Peter Ryan OAM John Candusso      Peter Fisher Ben Woodland          Logan Whitaker 

2017     Peter Ryan OAM John Candusso Peter Fisher   

2018 Peter Ryan OAM Peter Fisher John Candusso   

2019 Peter Ryan OAM Peter Fisher John Candusso   

2020 Peter Ryan OAM Peter Fisher              John Candusso   

2021 Peter Ryan OAM Peter Fisher              John Candusso      Adrian Fisher Elle Dow 

2022     Peter Ryan OAM Peter Fisher            John Candusso      Rob Peak Tamara Startin 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Statement of Financial Position 
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Operating Statement 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Notes to the Financial Accounts continued 

 

 

 

 

 


